
Dr. Francis J, Ryan 
Department of Zoology 
Columbia University 
New York 27, ti York 

Dear Francis? 

Your _post card dated Rome, September 9, arrived here not 
vex-y long ago and Esther and I uant ta rs;rg how very Mach ue did 
a~prccfate the good feeling that prompted you and the ol;hers to 
think of sending it. Baciluae Ephmssi wrote me quiti flatly that 
there had been some sort of rumor as to wssible reasons why ~(4 
had not attended the me:e-tings in Europe I hope 1 can confirm to 
you that this was purely an2 simply a financial matter, though 
I must admit our res~rvee of energy as ~311 as finances were 
rather low, 3?e did manage, howmew, to make 8 trip to CaTi.~orni;l 
to me Tatum and E~anX?el as well as to attend to other tsatters. 
X am mm that ym and 3etty enjoyed this yearns trip to Europ 
with your usual gu3to. I 8m only sorry not t-0 have a bettQr 
opportunity to hear about it fr~:)m you at first hani'. 

I think bhat I't'rans Schra.:ler wmsld be x&her amused to hear 
that I am tumtn: back, at least for the present few months, to 
qmlogyr I have no hop3 of cleaning up the mess that now pertains 
to tb status of the bactmia3. nucleus, but we do have some basis 
for optimi.sm on the matter of detecting tM qtological basis of 
mating, Irk strain X12* I will not take tk%e now to give you the 
laboratory's ft:ll anad, wport, but I thought you might be inter- 
ested that Tom fe very bursy in a genetic problem concerr&ng the 
role of S polarity in determining t&P ~-'~~~-~tion of elimination 
from the heteroz&y~otes 3x& K12, His present work otron@y supporta 
our earlier conclueriom that these elMnations occur after there 
has been an opportunity for crossing over and not %n connection 
with the formation of the, gametes as Jim Watson and 3ill Hayes 
had proposed. At the instant MEF&F I am myself particulz.r~y con- 
mrned with the iaolatfon of the immediate jxxx:,uc1;,F of mating in 
high frequency stocks, I have still to ccmplet@ tJ# mcessslry 
sin&s cell isolations, but EtQh Lively had boric a f%w before 
in cameotion with anothm problem snd these concur with our 
single colony isolations to affirm t&t the mting cells comprise 
the whole genetic content of both parents. However, thE: recombinants 
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fron these same zygotes show the elimination behavior pmvl.ously 
described. That is, we can recover from a singk colony presumbIy 
derived from a single cell the two parent:; Intact as well as a 
limited range of recombination types, but you will hear nore of 
this when we have more thoroughly conTimed the ex;m%entaI. 
re3ults. 

I: have just seen your very readable article in the Scierkific 
American. I was flattered that you should have relied on the 
method of Indirect selection as the xnost direct proo? of the 
hypotheslts of preadaptive xmtation. I an, however, sorry that 
yoc over-looked to include Esther as the co-author of this work, 
Fit.3 :inc?@Qd 3:he was. But, that 1s only a little water reeler a very 
unimportant bridge. If the publishers happen to have furnished 
you with a few tear shee% or reprints of this aAGcle, we wo-:ld 
appreciate having one. You might be interested t&at it was called 
to our e.ttention by my youngest brother, Bema&, who is livirq fn 
PhlladeZphla xmw with my parents and not q,uite yet in high school. 

Yours ?3infXm?ly, 

Joshua Lederberg 


